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Secretary CEIVED NAY ’7"'”3

Federal Communications Commission MAY . 993

1919 M. Street NW FEDE
Washington DC 20554 /Wcm,,m

P

FCC MAIL ROOM

I am pleased to hear that you are re-examining your standards for
children's television programs. (MM Docket # 93-48)

As an educator, I am aware of the negative impact that many of the
current programs have on the social development of young children.

I feel that shows depicting violence as a way to handle social
conflicts to be inappropriate for children. These types of shows
de-sensitize children to the real horrors of violence, and they re-
inforce anti-social behavior.

I feel that appropriate programs for children should involve one
(or all!) of the following elements: '

1. .wholesome entertainment (sing alongs, puppets,
magic shows, etc.)

2. story plots involving characters who solve
conflicts peacefully

3. educate and inform (about nature, other
cultures, etc.)

I consider the following programs to be examples of excellent
programs for children:

Reading Rainbow (PBS)
Shining Time Station (PBS)
Lambchop Play - Along (PBS)

Thank you for your efforts to improve the quality of children's

television.
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May 3, 1993
Children's TV MM Docket No. 93-48 f?ER:

Secretary tEIVTE[)

Federal Communications Commission, Room 22i~
1919 M Street NW AY
Washington DC 20554 ~7 ’993

Dear Sir, G"Flcga-mE W

I read in today's Miami Herald that the FCC is accepting
suggestions for children's TV programming. Here's one:

Have a weekly show where a group of kids in 3rd, 4th and 5th
grade interact to solve problems that kids have routinely.

Kids watching at home can call in an 800 number to
participate in getting the "right answers" by punching their
choice of answers on their telephone. Sponsors could
provide prizes for the kids at home who get the most right
answers over a period of time.

This is dirt cheap to produce. You could add a live
audience, if you want to, and get their opinions too.

This is a take-off on the very popular talk show format for
adults, which is perhaps characterized by Phil Donohue.

My own organization, Delphi Institute, could provide (at no
charge) an endless stream of material for such a show. We

deal with this type question in our early-intervention
training program, ¥Little Acorns®.

I think any TV station that offers this show will get big

numbers for it; and the kids watching will benefit a lot.
sin rely yours, of Copigs rec

/ : UstABuDE

ick Gelinas

5888 SW 77 Terrace, Miami, FL 33143

INANEL KL TICS I-u- /nnd" aan ANNn4







T P A —y-97>
TR
RECEIVED A HVED
MAY - 7 1993 KAY 79903
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMSSION FCC MAIL ROOM

ENVIROTHERM OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

To W how~ 3Tt ConecerrS
Ty MM Docfet Mo 93-4§
T don'd hove o/l 0F fhe andwers ’f’oLou\/
| w Y ;8§ Sweh -
§0c7372‘5 y“wb/ewu LalT" 7T ‘/ i
Sfr,y;ﬂ/ ;\r—‘f/wwrcub Ign Qowr C'/}\,, /J)ﬁlw and Sece j‘

ol Fhie
ot T fhink 0T coald 4o worder Ful Things

: \ wsed, Waeare
¥a oseive progvomun.” WA S o
/ ﬂ r ﬂyua}‘es?‘jwbeé{/‘d— 7Clr é“,/o(/r\g,:&
T 2 sutld be nsed

se/f esteen and
Femd S0 mweh oF

,05577’ . o
A7 1 ws LA for &~

‘M/(ON L J-'f )dv’tlﬂr»f-tr( Y VI aru;'ﬁw—! O&

a fv F o~ 4 vl ¢ wo( /ﬂf/;"qwf Gi;nl .
A o A A \ ‘ s

}a wmodee smTere st 43 Sy ol VS WS z:b}}

| , ) \ ) hdb'-/! . .
J?ﬂ u//wu‘f’ /4 op T + 5 éa v /\ri W%\,a’ - pos, fl‘/(

hove notT nse

pently sed fhot WE v
g Gl
T Qegiain (J

LUstABCDE

M) $5irg PuvT
5*"0% At(}/f”‘g, ch,,ftfg.,
For éwt/bll"‘ duv G)\:Artr’ﬁ

;./.Q_ ménjﬂ»/ ﬂvff;fw}\(, ;1\5
vislere® séx

Insulation e Storm/Thermal Windows

Headquarters: 18 Woodland Avenue e P.O. Box 1097 e San Rafael, California 94915
San Francisco (415) 982-0196 e Marin County (415} 454-2424 e East Bay (415) 268-9733



DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL
May 3, 1993 R:ﬂﬁ‘:i\/ED

RECEIVED HAY 7 403

Children's TV MM Docket No. 93-48

S Fed 1C icati - .
Rzg;e;g;‘y edera ommications - "AY 7 ]993 FCC MAIL ROOM
1919 M St. NW

Washington, D.C., 20554 a%}’”ng’mswm

Gentlemen:

g I am adamantly opposed to the VIOLENCE shown on the
Children's programs or any TV program. I am also concerned
with the exploitation and incessant portrayal of SEX -- even

to encouraging perverted sexual acts on TV programing.It seems

some programs are directed to entertain the deviants in our world.

I realize one can turn the TV programs off and I do happily but
our young people are not experienced enough to differ from the
good and the bad. Their young minds are still searching and
they (I think) believe that if it is shown on TV it must be
right and/or appropttate.

The Children's programs should be advocating and
promoting pregremisfg echaracters and incidents that encourage
respect for others, to teach them right from wrong, etc.
Theyshould be educational as well as striving to build character.
I further believe TV VIOLENCE is greatly responsibe for the
violence in the world today. VIOLENTS BEGETS VIOLENCE.

I am grateful and happy that you are making an effort
to influence, encourage better programming on our TV expecially

for our children.

Sincerely,

Agnes M. Westleder
140 Tioga Lane
Greenbra, CA 94904

-

No. of Coples rec'd_( 2

UstABCDE




DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL
RECEIVED NECEIVED

April 1, 1993

NAY - 7 1993 NAY 7903
FEDERAL COMMMGATION FCC MAIL R
O O T sy | oM

Children’s TV Notice of Inquiry (FCC 93-123

c¢/o Office of the Secretary é;?§§7——
Federal Communications Commission Room 222

1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

I read with interest one of the requisites in The Children’s Television
Act of 1990 where it requires stations to serve "the education and
informational needs of children" ages 16 and under "through the licensee’s
overall %rogramming, including programming specifically designed to serve
such needs."

I fail to see where the violence in some of the cartoon shows on TV serve
any educational function to children whatsoever, unless of course they can
pick up on tips on how to use weapons, how to be bullies, etc. I would
daresay that cartoon shows could stand to be toned down to be more
soothing to the mind than explosions, loudness, rowdiness, name-calling,
etc.

Children are a product of our environment and we can see what’s happening
to it. We’re all products of our environment and our social environment
has turned into one of a moneymaking status, "who gives a rat’s behind
about our fellow man" (unless we can get something out of them) attitude.

There could be more shows on TV that portray a more gentle, kinder human
race than we now show. Not only in cartoons, but in sitcoms too. Some

topics on the talk shows are pretty outrageous, too.

These shows are an insult to the human race and networks must think we’re
a bunch of gullible, mindless, clones. They should be showing more shows
encouraging children to stay in school, read more, be kinder to the ones
around them. Life is fast paced and high charged enough without
encouragement from TV or advertising.

Thanks No. of
UstAB oe'”Q

Sally (Castello

99 Deerhorn Dr. —"““--—~._____________
Harrison, OH 45030
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Children's TV Notice
of Inquiry
FCC 93-123
c/o Office of the Secretary
Federal COmmunications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC:

For years my involvement with chilidren has been
writing and publishing children's books. I have three sons,
now aged 13, 16, and 20, so my perspective on children's t.v.
may be somewhat different than young parents of toddlers.

Over the years I have found that upon reflecting back,
what we have argued about most in our family has been related
to media presentations. Radio, television, movies and music
have all played a part. In the area of entertainment, we
have watched helplessly as a progression of disturbing trends
evolved. 1It's a far cry from Sesame Street.

As our sons got older, pressure from their friends
made them want to watch and listen to what was patently un-
acceptable to us. The argument to "just turn it off if you
don't 1like it" is utterly meaningless and simplistic. Whoever
came up with that one must live in isolation on an island somewvwhere.
For, indeed, we do not live in isolation. We interact daily
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It is your obligaion as a regulating commission to restrict such commercials from
children's programming. Surely, with 128.4 million dollars in your budget thés injustices
to children can be stopped by enforcing the rules established by the FCC and revoking
local broadcasters licences. Policing these local stations only once every 5 years is
totally unacceptable. As soon as a rule has been broken, punitive action must take place.

A practical solution would be to impose a ban on commercials that_are detrimental to
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A regulations and review board made up of experts in the fields of child development
and child psychology could develop guidelines for commercials and children's programs
so that children are protected from adult themes that would be detrimental to their psycho-
logical and emotional well-being. This board would professionally determine what programs
and commercials fall under this ban.

A law that should come into practice must be that a television must be sold with a
lock box so that children during unsupervised times will not be subjected to inappropriate
material. '

In summary, the following suggestions to the FCC are made in order to assure that all

facets of children's and family programming, including commercials, are appropriate for
young viewers:

Stictly enforce FCC regulations on the local broadcast level and act immediately.
Develop national guidelines that ban networks and local stations from producing
and/or broadcasting commercials and programs deemed unhealthy for children, during
the shows in which children are expected to be part of the audience.
Compile a panel of experts to develop guidelines for regulation and review.
Enforce a law that all television sold must be sold with a lock box.

As a parent, I have the right, as so does my children, to be assured that when a program

is specifically designed for a child or an entire family, that my children will not view
anything harmful to their well-being.



10900 S Kimball Br Crossing
Alpharetta, GA. 30202
April 22, 1993

664-7972
The Atlanta Constitution
P.0.Box 4689 RECEIVED
Atlanta, GA. 30302
MAy T8
THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD
FCC MAIL BRANCH

What gives some businesses the right to expose children unwillingly to
adult subject matter that is totally inappropriate for their viewing? Exampies
of this injustice are commonplace throughout our local communities. At the
grocery checkout counters, children are bombarded with provocative magazine
covers displayed at their eye level. OQur public roadways are dotted with risque
billboards advertising nude dance clubs. Our public libraries have adult
literature shelved alongside books for elementary aged children. Even in our
homes children are not safeguarded; because during "family" television programs,
they are likely to see commercials of a sexual or violent nature. These are but
a fgw ?xamples of the negative influences our children are needlessly subjected
to daily.

So now we must ask ourselves two important questions; "Why have I tolerated
this disregard for the rights of children?" and "As a responsible adult, what
action will I take to protect their rights?"”

I seriously challenge you to view the world through the eyes of a child.
You will be shocked! If what you see disgusts you, TAKE ACTION! We cannot depend
on commercial enterprises to change without public pressure. Their interests lie
in their profits, not in the well-being of our children. State your concerns to
management, government officials, and local broadcasters.

At times, I have experienced success with my advocacy for children rights
Just by making one phone call or bringing the issue to the attention of the
person in charge. Other times, management tells me they cannot change because
it would affect profits or that I am the only one who has complained, so why
change? I have more faith in the adults of this community to know there are many
of us who want to see the rights of children protected. We are sending the wrong
message if we remain silent and allow the decision-makers to assume we approve
the display of inappropriate material to our youth. The message of our
complacency only leaves confusing impressions on young minds as to what is
acceptable and unacceptable. This undermines our efforts to uphold good values
within our children and our society. Our children's simple innocence is fading
much too fast.

It is important to note that I am NOT promoting censorship! I am advocating
that where ever children might be present, unsuitable adult themes be restricted
- be it TV, magazines, or advertising. A perfect example of this can be found
at Harry's Market in Alpharetta. Magazines are placed in a separate section away
from the general flow of traffic so that one must choose to go to that section.

For the sake of our children and their future impact on society, speak up!
If we choose not, we become part of the blame in allowing this injustice to
continue. WHAT WE PLANT TODAY, WE HARVEST TOMORROW!

Sincerely,

Peggy Dunkerly



